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For brethren seeking a lineage for the
Landmark MBC—Roseville:

Charter Members of the Roseville church came from Myrtle Creek,
Oregon (T. J. Simmons), and the old time Missionary Baptist church
of Keokuk Falls, Oklahoma (Charles, Maud, Chester and Lula Hunt).
See Article from the California Missionary Baptist on page 3 of this
Issue. It states that both Simmons and D. M. Bonds joined with let-
ters from old Landmark Missionary Baptist Churches and Bro. T. W.
Moore from Canadian Missionary Baptist Church.

Photocopies of the first three pages of the first minute book of the
Landmark Missionary Baptist Church of Roseville, California.
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History of the Landmark Missionary Baptist Church

The following history is derived
from several sources. The first being
a report researched and written by
Elders A.A. Harris and Norval
Ketchum for the 1960 California
Missionary Baptist Association. The
second was written by Sister T.W.
Moore who joined the church on the
night of its organization, July 30,
1917. She was assisted by Chester
Hunt. Finally, information was
gleaned from our own church
records as well as Baptist Annals of
Oregon, 1886-1910 v. Il, and The
Roots of California Southern Bap-
tists 1890-1940: A Thesis. Special
thanks to Brother Mike McCartney
for his untiring efforts to locate and
document the truth of our Baptist
heritage in California and Oregon.
The following history is an incorpor-
ation of the previously cited sources.

The Cumberland River Associa-
tion of Kentucky was organized in
1809, and the churches cooperating
in the Association believed in, and
practiced, direct missions. Many
Baptists drifted west from the Cum-
berland River Association and
settled in Eastern Oregon. In 1873
what was known as the Eastern Bap-
tist Association of California and
Oregon was organized. Toward the
close of the 19th century, Baptist
churches in these Associations were

~strengthened when the Franklin
Street Baptist Church of Louisville,
Kentucky ordained Bro. R.Y. Blalock
and sent him west in June 1895 to
organize churches in Idaho and
Oregon. Elder J.T. Moore, who came
direct from the Philadelphia Asso-
ciation, also helped to organize
churches in Oregon. At the turn of
the century, the churches in Oregon,
cooperating under the direct
mission system, organized churches
in Sisson and Lake City, California,
and on May 1, 1908 the First Mis-
sionary Baptist Church of Ducor,
California was organized.

Roseville

Church records name Brother T.J.
Simmons as the “builder and organ-
izer” of our church. As far back as
1890, Bro. Simmons was organizing
churches in Oregon. Previous to
coming to Roseville, Elder Simmons
pastored the First Baptist Church of
Fossil, Oregon. In 1915, he began
a Landmark Baptist Church in
Eugene, Oregon. In December of
1916, Elder Simmons, a missionary
from the Middle Oregon Associa-
tion, came to Roseville to visit a
friend, D.M. Bond. Brother Bond, in
turn, introduced him to a young C.E.
Hunt. At that time this great “prea-
cher, teacher, and defender of the
faith” became Brother Hunt's first
theological teacher. At this time
Brother Hunt was a member of the
Old Time Missionary Baptist Church
of Keokuk Falls, Oklahoma. Brother
Hunt had arrived in Roseville in
December 1912, at which time he
began to study and prepare for the
ministry. His theological training
came through Ben Bogard’s news-
paper The Arkansas Baptist.
Between 1912 and the arrival of
Brother Simmons four years later,
several interested people met in the
home of Brother and Sister Hunt to
hear the gospel taught. Upon
Brother Simmon'’s arrival he encour-
aged the small group in study and
prayer, and they began meeting in
different homes for Sunday night
services, as well as for Thursday
night prayer meetings. At this time
there were some five families in
attendance.

Brother Simmons moved to Rose-
ville in 1917 and exhorted the
brethren to organize a church. He
was then almost 65 years old. On
the evening of July 29, 1917, after
much prayer and deliberation, five
of the group entered into “solemn
Covenant with each other.” Elder
Simmons helped to organize the
Cherry Glen Missionary Baptist
Church of Roseville on July 30,

1917. The charter members were:
Elder T.J. Simmons, C.E. Hunt,
Maud Hunt, C.L. Hunt, Lula Hunt,
D.M. Bond and T.W. Moore. That
same evening T.W. Moore united
with the church on profession of
faith, was received as a candidate
for baptism, and baptized that same
evening by Elder Simmons.

On August 4, 1917 Brother C.E.
Hunt was licensed to preach, and
on February 10, 1918 he was
ordained. On February 17, 1918
Elder Hunt was called as pastor.

At the June 12-15, 1919 meeting
of the Eastern Baptist Association
of California and Oregon held in
Klamath Falls Oregon, the Roseville
church was admitted to member-
ship. It has been said: “The Addition
of the Roseville church was the first
step in the expansion of the Eastern
Baptist Association of California
and Oregon ... and paved the way
for further expansion in California
by this association.”
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The following entry is taken from
church records for July 30, 1917:

“Met to finish organizing a church.
The first thing in order was to elect
a clerk. Brother T.W. Moore was
elected by unanimous vote. Charter
members are: Elder T.J. Simmons,
D.M. Bond, C.E. and Maude Hunt,
C.L. and Lula Hunt, T.W. Moore.
The Cherry Glenn Missionary Bap-
tist Church was chosen as our name.
The church adopted the covenant
and articles of faith found in
Bogard’s_Baptist Way Book.
Business meeting is to be held the
first Saturday evening in each
month, and the Lord’s Supper the
following Sunday evening, and
nothing but pure, fermented wine
and unleavened bread be used. All
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LANDMARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ROSEVILLE

The Landmark Missionary Baptist
Church of Roseville is located at 7150
Wildwood Place, Roseville Ca., formal-
ly it was located at 119 Fern St. It pre-
viously was called Cherry Glenn Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in 1917 to 1921
and in 1921 it was called White M.B.C.
till 1936 at which time it was changed to
its present name.

The Roseville Church was organized
in July of 1917 in Roseville with Eld
T.J. Simmons as the missionary who
led in the organization. The Charter
members of the church were; Eld T.J.
Simmons, C.E. Hunt, Maud Hunt,
Chester Hunt, Lula Hunt, D.M. Bond,
and T.W. Moore.

Articles of Faith adopted by the
church were from Dr. Ben M. Bogard’s
Baptist Way Book.

Mission endeavors were; Mt. Shasta,
Hagginwood, Fresno, Yuba City, Red-
ding, (all resulted in church organiza-
tions). The Roseville L.M.B.C. has
hosted Eastern Oregon and Calif. Ass’n
in 1926 and numerous Ca State and
Northern Dist. Ass’ns and also two
Youth Camps at Shennanigan Flats.
Also they have hosted State Youth Ral-
lies. Other Mission Endeavors resulting
in churches were Granite Park M.B.C.
and Palm Ave. M.B.C. in Carmichael.

Past Pastors of the Roseville
L.M.B.C. have been; Eld Ben Brock
Nov. 1923-Feb. 1931, Eld J.L. Whit-
mire, May 1934-April 1937, Eld Elmer

Top is pictured the Roseville members as is today, below it is a Polson Jan. 1938-Aug. 1938, Eld C.E.
picture of some of the charter members of the church. They are Hunt Aug. 1938-Sept. 1941, Eld T.E.
(from left to right) Sis Ethel Fogle, Bro C.E. Hunt, Sis Maud Griffith Nov. 1941~Aug. 1948, Eld H.B.
Hunt, Bro Truman Moore, Sis Eula Moore, Sis Lula Hunt, Bro Beam Sept. 1948-Jan. 1943. Eld Troy
Chester Hunt. Mize Feb. 1953-Jan 1056, Eld J.W.

Scott Sept. 1956-June 1967, Eld Leon-
ard Buttram Aug. 1967-current pastor,
(1980).

To the right is pictured a meeting of the early
members of the church. From left to right, they
are; (top row) Sis D.M. Bond, Eld T.J. Sim-
mons, Eld C.E. Hunt, Bro T.W. Moore, Sis Lula
Hunt, Bro Chester Hunt, Bro Joseph Hunt,
(bottom row) Grandchild of Sis Bond, Sis Eula
Moore, Sis Flora Hunt (Fowler), Sis Nora Hunt
(Hart), Alfred Hunt, Samuel Hunt.

(Proverbs 1:7) “The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.”
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small room rented for the purpose. During
this time a number of Chinese were converted
and joined different Baptist churches. The
Chinese Christians, led especially by one Lee
Wing Tai, prayed earnestly for a missionary to
be sent them.

Dr. J. B. Hartwell.

About this time, Dr. ]J. B. Hartwell, a mis-
sionary of the Southern Baptist Convention,
who had labored in China for nearly twenty
years, and who had been obliged to return to
America on account of his wife’s health, was
moved to put forth efforts in behalf of the
Chinese in California. After traveling about
through the South and raising money for the
re-opening of the mission, he was commis-
sioned by the Southern Baptist Convention to
labor among the Chinese here in 1879. The
Chinese accepted his coming as an answer to
their prayers.

In 1884 the Southern Board decided that
they could not longer sustain this work, as
the work was so great in their own Southern
field, and it was again taken up by the Ameri-
can Baptist Home Mission Society, and Dr.
Hartwell appointed as their missionary in San
Francisco and Superintendent of Chinese Mis-
sions on the Pacific Coast. Since 1884 the
policy of the Home Mission Society has been a
settled one, and the work has gone on moree

After fourteen years of most efficient work in
San Francisco and in other parts of the Pa-
cific Coast, Dr. Hartwell felt the Lord was call-
ing him back to his old field in China, and so
he resigned his position here and returned to
China in 1893.

Chinese Work on the Pacific Coast
Home Mission Monthly pages 193-195

Deacon H. F. Norrls.
Deacon H. F. Norris was then appointed as
Superintendent of Chinese Missions, which

place he held until his death, in 1896. Since
then Mrs. Norris, widow of Deacon Norris, and
others have carried on the work, aided by
faithful teachers and Chinese helpers.

Rev. Tong Kit Hing.

Mention should particularly be made of the
very valuable services of the Chinese pastor,
Tong Kit Hing, who has labored here for
nearly fourteen years, and who has had no
small part in making our Baptist mission one
of the principal Chinese missions in San Fran-
cisco. He is a good Bible student, preaches
excellent sermons, and is very wise in the
management of church affairs, which during
the last few years has largely fallen to him.

In addition to the workers who are commis-
sioned by the American Baptist Home Mission
Society, there are three ladies supported by

the Women'’s Baptist Home Mission
Society, and who labor particularly
among the Chinese women and chil-
dren. These are the Misses A. F.
Ford, A. E. Ross and.I. M. Egli.
Since the reorganization of the
mission in 1879, about ninety Chinese
have been received into the church.
We have a good mission building,
in which the religious services are
held, and also the evening school for
men and the two schools for children.
On Sundays we have two preaching
services and two Sunday-school ses-
sions. During the week we have two
prayer-meetings, and Bible classes
held in connection with the evening
school. Our three schools together
average considerably over a hundred
daily, and these all get something of Gospel
truth every day.

Continued on page 7



Chinese Work on the Pacific Coast
Home Mission Monthly pages 193-195

At present there are in California, besides
our San Francisco mission, four other missions
for the Chinese. One in Oakland was organ-
ized in 1877 by Mrs. Bradway and continued
by her (most of the time with an assistant)
until her death, in 1895. The last two years
and a half the work has been carried on by
Mrs. Egli and her daughters. This mission
has been greatly prospered and blessed. Any
one who visits it can but be impressed with the
deep interest that is taken by all—tcachers and
pupils—in its welfare and spiritual upbuilding.

A mission was opened in Fresno, in 1882, by
Mrs. Rev. T. T. Potter. Her husband had
taken a pastorate there, and she very quickly
found work to be done for the Master in this

place. Within a week after her arrival in
Fresno she had gathered a class of Chinamen
in her dining-room in the evenings, and was
earnestly seeking to give them the Bread of
Life. Later she collected money and erected
a mission building. This was her last work.
For the last eleven years the work has been
carried on by Miss S. E. Stein, another lady
equallyinterested in the salvation of the Chinese.

The mission in Sacramento was established
in 1887. For about ten years it has had the
faithful services of Miss Eliza Willsie, The
Los Angeles mission was organized in 1891,
and is now carried on by Rev. E. E. Tyson.

A Bhifting Population.

According to the census of 1890, there were
about 50,000 Chinese in California, and some-
thing over 23,000 in San Francisco. It is
estimated that the numbers remain about the
same now, though they are by no means a
stable population, and are constantly changing,
A steamer leaves the port ot San Francisco
bound for China about once in ten days.
Every steamer takes from one hundred to
three hundred Chinese who are going back to
China. The incoming steamers bring about
the same number. Many that go return here

place. Within a week after her arrival in
Fresno she had gathered a class of Chinamen
in her dining-room in the evenings, and was
earnestly seeking to give them the Bread of
Life. Later she collected money and erected
a mission building. This was her last work.
For the last eleven years the work has been
carried on by Miss S. E. Stein, another lady
equallyinterested in the salvation of the Chinese.

The mission in Sacramento was established
in 1887. For about ten years it has had the
faithful services of Miss Eliza Willsie, The
Los Angeles mission was organized in 1891,
and is now carried on by Rev. E. E. Tyson.

A Bhifting Population.

According to the census of 1890, there were
about 50,000 Chinese in California, and some-
thing over 23,000 in San Francisco. It is
estimated that the numbers remain about the
same now, though they are by no means a
stable population, and are constantly changing,
A steamer leaves the port ot San Francisco
bound for China about once in ten days.
Every steamer takes from one hundred to
three hundred Chinese who are going back to
China. The incoming steamers bring about
the same number. Many that go return here
after a stay of a few months or a year or so in
China. Some remain there, and others come.

In many ways, this is a disadvantage to our
work here. We cannot see the results as we
might if the population were more stable;
but probably, in the spread of the Gospel
among the people in China, it is of great ad-
vantage. Some become Christians here, who
go home and devote their lives to preaching
the Gospel there. Three went from here a
little over two years ago, and last year another
went from Redlands, Cal., (where we had a
mission for a number of years.) These are all
supported by Chinese Christians in America.

Continued on page 8
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They go about in different parts of Canton
Province. Everywhere they go many come
to hear them talk the ‘¢ Jesus doctrine,” and
these missionaries are often urged to remain
in a village and teach the people more of the

Gospel, and quite a number have been led®

into the true light and have taken Jesus as
their Saviour.

Other Chinese Christians return to their
homes, who, while they do not go as preachers,
have considerable influence in leading their
relatives and friends to Christ. Even many
who do not go back Christians favor Chris-
tianity, and in some respects lend their in-

fluence in its favor. They have, to a’ good
degree, lost their prejudice against { Chris-
tianity in this country. Their teachers have
been kind to them, and they have learned to
trust Christian people. They have come to
think that perhaps Jesus does help tojmake
better men and women than their religion.
They tell their friends that the Jesus people
are good people, and often [help considerable
in securing a hearing for the missionaries who
visit their villages.

Certainly the Lord has a great work]to be
done among the Chinese here in California.
May we each see what our part of this is and
pray for help to do it faithfully.

For the facts in the history of the Chinese
Mission in California I am greatly indebted to
Dr. Hartwell.

Huen-L. T.

Hing-Tong Kit
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